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Human-Wildlife Conflicts 

Feral swine (Sus scrofa; Figure 1), also 

known as feral hogs, feral pigs, wild pigs, 

wild boar, or other similar derivations, are 

a non-native species considered to be one 

of the most destructive invasive terrestrial 

vertebrates in North America. While feral 

swine populations remained relatively 

small and confined in the continental 

United States following initial introductions 

by European explorers during the 15th 

century, substantial range expansion has 

occurred across every geographical region 

of the United States (Figure 2). This 

expansion has primarily been attributed to 

human-mediated movements, 

predominately for the purpose of 

establishing populations for recreational 

hunting, and facilitated by feral swineõs 

highly adaptable biological and behavioral 

traits (e.g., habitat generalist, opportunistic 

omnivore, extremely high reproductive 

rate). Consequently, ecological, 

agricultural, and urban/suburban 

damages and human health and safety 
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Figure 1. Feral swine (Sus scrofa). 
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risks have increased substantially across the United 

States, requiring extensive management efforts to mitigate 

their destructive impacts.  

Agriculture and Livestock 

Feral swine cause substantial damage to agricultural 

resources, primarily through the consumption and 

trampling of crops (Figure 3). Corn, peanuts, grapes, 

wheat, soybeans, rice, sorghum, and a considerable list of 

additional crops are all damaged by feral swine. Type of 

crop, proximity of crop fields to forest edges, and crop 

growth stage all influence the severity of feral swine 

damage. Substantial economic losses occur each year, 

sometimes forcing agricultural producers to plant less-

profitable crops that are less desirable to feral swine in 

order to avoid additional losses due to damage. 

Pastures and hay fields are damaged due to rooting by 

feral swine. This not only results in the loss of forage and 

costs to repair fields, but also may degrade the nutritional 

quality of pastures over time as less nutritious invasive 

plant species colonize disturbed pastures and replace 

native grass species.  

Feral swine also damage fences, irrigation ditches, 

livestock feeders, and irrigation lines. Additionally, rubbing, 

tusking, and depredation of tree seedlings by feral swine 

negatively impacts the timber industry.  

Disease transmission is the primary threat feral swine pose 

to livestock. Historically, the domestic livestock industry 

has implemented extensive efforts to eradicate many 

diseases that threaten livestock. However, feral swine are 

reservoirs for these diseases, including pseudorabies, 

swine brucellosis, and at least 30 other diseases that may 

be transmitted to livestock indirectly (e.g., feral swine 

accessing stored feed that is then fed to livestock) or 

through direct contact (Figure 4). Disease outbreaks 

spread by feral swine can be difficult and costly to manage 

and constitutes a significant economic risk. While foreign 

animal diseases, such as foot-and-mouth disease and 

African swine fever, are currently absent in the United 

States, there is a growing concern that feral swine could 

spread these diseases, resulting in potentially devastating 

impacts to the livestock industry.  

Archaeological and Historical Sites 

Damage occurs to archaeological, cultural, and historical 

sites due to feral swine rooting. Rooting can disturb, 

expose, and degrade the presence of artifacts and reduces 

the aesthetic value of these sites.  

Figure 2. Feral swine populations by county in the United States, 2019. 
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Figure 3. Feral swine damage to corn. 








































